The cohort Generation XXI (Geração XXI ) This birth cohort was assembled between 2005 and 2006 and the participants was recruited in 5 public maternities of Porto Metropolitan area. Inclusion criteria:
Epidemiologic studies with low levels of participation are more vulnerable to bias and non-randomly missed participants pose special challenges to follow-up studies.
The impact of bias is rarely quantified because differences between participants and non-participants are usually unknown due the character of the non-response problem. Non-participants probably differ in many important aspects, and it is crucial to identify these differences in order to interpret results correctly.
On western societies on-respondents are more likely to be young, single, less educated, and more prone to unhealthy lifestyles. However, participation determinants might differ across societies and cultural backgrounds.
Participation rates in cohort studies are decreasing during the last Participation rates in cohort studies are decreasing during the last decades threatening study validity. It is specially important to know who refuse more often in order to reduce bias.
DETERMINANTS OF REFUSALS IN A FOLLOW-UP EVALUATION OF A PORTUGUESE BIRTH COHORT VÍTOR MORAIS, SOFIA CORREIA ,ANA CRISTINA SANTOS, HENRIQUE BARROS
The objective of this study was to describe some sociodemographic characteristics associated with refusals in a Portuguese birth cohort, at the fourth year of evaluation. 
